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    THE MOST CIGARETTE BUTTS COLLECTED BY A COMPANY  
    MOST CIGARETTE BUTTS COLLECTED IN ONE COLLECTION 
    THE COMPANY THAT MOBILIZED THE MOST EMPLOYEES
    THE CITY THAT MOBILIZED THE MOST STUDENTS FOR A COLLECTION

    CANTON WHICH RECORDED THE MOST COLLECTIONS

The 4th edition of the Water Lover Challenge (WLC), organized by the Objectif Environnement Association and
Summit Foundation, with the confirmed support of the Little Prince Swiss Foundation, will take place from
September 20 to 30, 2025 with the aim of breaking the record of more than 1,000,000 cigarette butts in 10 days
around the world.

Context
For the 5th consecutive year, Noam Yaron, ambassador of the Water Lover Challenge, is carrying out a Sports for
Nature challenge through which he aims to mobilize the population around a concrete and impactful action by
participating in the WLC: the large cigarette butts collection. As the ambassador of the initiative, he has been able
to strengthen the visibility and impact of the action, succeeding in engaging a large audience on each edition thanks
to his growing community of more than 550,000 followers across all his social networks, as well as his excellent
relations with the media and influential personalities.

Targets
The action aims to empower and raise awareness among a wide range of participants, including:

Schools: teachers and students ;
Companies and their employees ;
Key Opinion leaders, influencers and public figures ;
Citizens: whether they are smokers or not ;
All generations: children, parents, grandparents, etc. ;
Cities and municipalities as well as their road services in order to promote their daily commitment ;

The goal for this 4th edition is to collaborate with cities in Switzerland, France, and Monaco to organize
citizen-led collections from September 20 to 30. Participants can join at a set date, time, and location to
create an united impact (see below Water Lover Challenge Tour)

Terms of participation
Participating is simple: participants equip themselves with gloves or tongs to safely pick up cigarette butts, as well
as empty recycled PET bottles. They fill these bottles with cigarette butts between September 20 and 30, 2025 and
record their collections via a form on www.waterlover.org (which will be upgraded in April 2025), accompanied by
a photo to validate their action. Collections can take place in various locations: schoolyards, cities, forests, in the
mountains, by lakes, ... everywhere around the world ! At the end of the challenge, a draw among the participants
allows a few lucky people to win prestigious prizes offered by the partners (previous editions: Marriott International
vouchers and Moleskine Little Prince boxes).

Practical information
No need to count, since a 0.5L bottle = 250 cigarette butts / A 1L bottle = 500 cigarette butts / ...

The devastating impact of cigarette butts for the environment 
Since its inception, the Water Lover Challenge has been dedicated to raising awareness and combating the
environmental threat posed by cigarette butts. According to the WHO, approximately 4,500 billion cigarette butts
end up in Nature every year, taking up to 12 years to decompose and contaminating up to 1,000 liters of water per
butt.
Loaded with over 5,000 chemicals, including 150 highly toxic substances, these small but harmful waste products
severely impact soils, rivers, oceans, ecosystems, and so, human health. Addressing this issue is crucial to
protecting both the environment and public well-being.

Any questions? 
Info@waterlover.org

WATER LOVER CHALLENGE (WLC)
Organizers: Objectif Environnement Association & Summit
Foundation 
Supported in 2024 by: The Little Prince Swiss Foundation, the
Loterie Romande and the Federal Office for the Environment
(FOEN)

Dates: September 20 to 30, 2025
Project Manager: Caroline Caillet
Project Ambassador: Noam Yaron

https://bit.ly/WLCsiteinternet
mailto:info@waterlover.org
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The initiative aims to engage cities, municipalities, and towns to organize cigarette butt collection
drives, fostering local action and citizen involvement. Below is an example of cities that have been
contacted to host the event. Dates of the 4th edition: September 20 to 30, 2025 

EXAMPLES OF LOCATIONS ACROSS FRANCE ANDEXAMPLES OF LOCATIONS ACROSS FRANCE AND
CORSICA THAT COULD HOST COLLECTIONS ANDCORSICA THAT COULD HOST COLLECTIONS AND
HAVE ALREADY BEEN CONTACTEDHAVE ALREADY BEEN CONTACTED

EXAMPLE OF A LOCATION IN MONACO THATEXAMPLE OF A LOCATION IN MONACO THAT
COULD HOST A COLLECTION AND HAS ALREADYCOULD HOST A COLLECTION AND HAS ALREADY
BEEN CONTACTEDBEEN CONTACTED

While the examples listed focus on three countries, the initiative is open to participation from cities,
municipalities, and towns worldwide. The goal is to inspire a collective effort across different

regions and nations to address this global challenge.

EXAMPLES OF LOCATIONS ACROSS SWITZERLANDEXAMPLES OF LOCATIONS ACROSS SWITZERLAND
THAT COULD HOST COLLECTIONS AND HAVETHAT COULD HOST COLLECTIONS AND HAVE
ALREADY BEEN CONTACTEDALREADY BEEN CONTACTED

WATER LOVER CHALLENGE TOUR
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AWARENESS-RAISED AUDIENCE
ON SOCIAL NETWORKS

 EQUIVALENT WATER VOLUME IN
OLYMPIC SWIMMING POOLS 

CIGARETTE BUTTS COLLECTED LITERS OF WATER PRESERVED
FROM POLLUTION

PARTICIPANTS

1'037'459 400,41'037'459'000 3'091

THE AWARDS

BEST SCHOOLS FAVORITES

BASADINGEN (TG), SWITZERLAND: 12,750 VOLKETSWIL (ZH), SWITZERLAND: 11,000

DOMDIDIER (FR), SWITZERLAND: 12,750 ECO-CITIZEN (GE), SWITZERLAND: 10,000

BEST COMPANIES

UBS : 72'198

MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL: 37'350

3'321'271

MEDIA IMPRESSIONS
ESTIMATION

15'000'000

THE BIG RECAP : WLC 2024

MUNICIPALITIES 
AND CITIES

25

SCHOOLS

15

BUSINESSES

40

NGO’S

11

RECORD OF PARTICIPANTS
IN ONE COLLECTION

323

PARTICIPATION OF 14 COUNTRIES

IVORY COAST CAMEROON SPAIN

BELGIUM CONGO MONACO MOROCCO

CANADA

TUNISIA GERMANY

AUSTRIA ITALYSWITZERLAND

FRANCE

BEST
COUNTRIES

RECORD OF CIGARETTE BUTTS
COLLECTED IN A DAY

96'084



WALL OF FAME 2024

SEE MORE PHOTOS

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19D5ZlrNhnM0sA2AQG4gXCxTl11Af3Pap?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/WallofFame2024WLC


MEDIA APPEARANCES 2024

SEE MORE ARTICLES

https://bit.ly/Media2024WLC


WALL OF FAME 2023

SEE MORE PHOTOS

https://bit.ly/WallofFame2023WLC
https://bit.ly/WallofFame2023WLC


MEDIA APPEARANCES 2023



SEE MORE PHOTOS

WALL OF FAME 2022

https://bit.ly/WallofFame2022WLC


MEDIA APPEARANCES 2022


